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Giving thanks for God s Gifts 
  

Savior, who is the 
 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
As we enter the 
Season of Advent we 
await the Birth of 
Christ, and as  the 
24th of December 
arrives we begin the 
time of Christmas, in 
which we celebrate 
with great joy!  This 
past year has been a 
busy one in my 
family.  On October 
20th, my wife Julie and I did not expect our bundle of joy 
to arrive, however Elijah Michael Graham was six weeks 
early, weighing 6lbs 3oz.   
 
As 
we have the opportunity to plan our festival.  
early birth, things had to be rearranged, but for us, 
Advent is planned out!  Each Sunday we light a candle, 
and we experience the feelings of Peace, Hope, Joy and 
Love.  We are called as Advent people to take the time to 
reflect upon the birth of Christ.  We are given the time!   
 
I soon realized that Elijah was teaching me a lesson by 
arriving early:  God has unexpected things in store for us!  
We certainly know this, but how often are we open to 
these opportunities?  How often are we open to the Holy 
Spirit at Advent?  My prayer is that you and your family 
will enter into this season with Great expectation, but 
also with dedication to experience the true meaning of 
Christmas Christ the child! 
 
At Christmastide we reflect upon the Manger, the 
Wisemen, the lowing cattle, and of course Mary, Joseph 
and baby Jesus.  Did you know that in the Bible, Joseph  
does not speak one word?  Yet he does wh  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

imagine such requests from God being met, yet such 
dedication!  This coming year, we have to ask ourselves, 
how will we share the good news of Christ, how are we 
being called, and will we be like Joseph and gladly 

 
 
As we gather around family this Christmas season, we can 
remember how God loves us.  As I reflect on God s love, I 
come back to Elijah.  As an infant Elijah is totally 
dependent on his parents to meet his needs.  He is fed, 
burped, changed, and bathed.  At this point in his life he 
can t even really smile but he is loved.  He is held in the 
warmth of his  and rocked to soothe him 
when he cries, yet he is really unable to verbally express 
his love back.   
 
In many ways, Elijah s relationship with Julie and I mirrors 
God s love for us.  We can never merit God s love but like 
a loving parent, God reaches out to nurture and care for 
us.  We are given this beautiful world with all its 
resources.  We are provided for all our needs can be met.  
We do nothing to deserve such love, but we are loved.   
 
As we enter Advent and Christmas, we will once again 
welcome a child into the world.  Jesus our Savior.  Think 
again of how God has loved us so much that Jesus was 
born to teach us how to live and to love.  We do not 
deserves such care and attention, but Jesus is a gift a 
precious gift.  I encourage you and yours to celebrate the 
Birth of Christ.  Make your way to the manger to give 
thanks for God s gift to us for we are loved.  
 
Advent and Christmas 2014 
KW+ 
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By André Forget on November, 25 2014 
Catholic scholar and activist Mary Jo Leddy speaks on the 70th 
anniversary of the founding of the Canadian Council of 
Churches. Photo: André Forget.

 
In celebration of the 70th anniversary of the Canadian 
Council of Churches (CCC) on November 19,  prominent 
Catholic scholar and activist Mary Jo Leddy spoke about the 
challenges the 21st century church faces in a world where 
the importance of common space and the public good has 
diminished. 
 

appropriately, held at the Anglican Church of the Redeemer 
in downtown Toronto, a building which literally stands 
within a city block of the University of Toronto, Q
Park, the Royal Ontario Museum, and the upscale 

stretches of street. 
 
While bad weather kept away many members of the CCC, 
which was meeting in Mississauga, Ont., many clergy, 
laypeople, and citizens from a variety of backgrounds came 
out to hear Leddy speak. 
 
Leddy, who founded and wrote for the Catholic New Times in 
the 1970s and went on to found the Toronto-based refugee 
aid organization Romero House in 1992, began the lecture 
with an anecdote from her childhood in Saskatoon, where 
Protestants and Catholics lived together in a kind of vaguely 
hostile mutual ignorance. She praised the ways in which the 
ecumenical movement and the CCC have worked hard to 
overcome these barriers of ignorance and distrust in order 
to work for justice and peace. 
 

 
 

This is the problem to which Leddy returned throughout her 
lecture; while the CCC is a witness of Christian unity, and 
speaks on behalf of its members on many social issues, that 

-modern world where, as 
 

 

some length about how the church itself is responsible for 

struggle for relevancy is tied to a decrease in public 

 
 
Speaking of political changes that have taken place over the 
past decades under the aegis of various political parties, 
Leddy argued that the public square is increasingly 
controlled and manipulated to serve the interests of those in 
power, which in turn has led to a growing cynicism about 

the matter is that the churches, like many other people in 
this country, have actually lost faith in the public square 

 
 
In this kind of a political climate, all voices of authority are 

may be speaking, but the effect in the public square is not 
obvious." 
 
But Leddy also saw hope, particularly in her interactions 
with the volunteers and interns working at Romero House. 
Leddy suggested that there is still a hunger to make the 
world better, but that for the younger generations words 
alone are viewed with suspicion. The questions they are 
asking, she said, are about action. She said that she 

live, and when we say ho
 

 
For Leddy, the conclusion was quite clear: it is not enough 
for the CCC to simply deliver statements in support or 

-modern 
culture, only our lives give weight  
 
From:  http://www.anglicanjournal.com/articles/-the-public-
square-has-been-emptied-out 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.anglicanjournal.com/articles/-the-public-square-has-been-emptied-out
http://www.anglicanjournal.com/articles/-the-public-square-has-been-emptied-out
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 Porters Lake 
CONGRATULATIONS to Rev. Kyle and Dr. Julie on the birth of 
their son, Elijah on October 20th. We all look forward to 
meeting Elijah in the near future. 
 
What a glorious fall it has been and we still have green grass 
and ice-free roads in this area! There have been many Parish 
activ
in September and a Penny Auction in November and both 
were very successful. We raised $588 and over $l,300 
respectively from these events. Many thanks to all who 
donated and helped in any way. We have a great group of 
dedicated volunteers! 
 
The advent season is fast approaching and we look forward 
to hosting the Parish Service on December 7th. Our Sunday 
School with approximately ten children in attendance, will 
be presenting their Christmas pageant during this service. 
Once more thank you to our teachers, Nadine, Marie and 

lives. 
 
Sincere sympathy is extended to the family of the late 
Walter Naugle. He was a former warden of our Church and a 
valued member. 
 

December 6th prior to our Hanging of the Greens service 
during our Parish Service on December 7th. 
 
Anyone wishing to put flowers in the Church for the 
Christmas Eve service in memory of loved ones, please 
contact Carrie Croucher at 902-827-3134 by December 15th. 

on the 9th. 
 
Again this year, we will be holding a Fundraiser for the Food 
Bank by donating turkeys and please check the Tree in the 
vestibule for donations to be made in the form of gift 
certificates. The turkeys and gift certificates should be 
dropped off to Mae and George deBellifeuille at 4183 
Highway 7 or phone 902-827-
donating to the Ark - a local youth organization. 
 
As we draw near to the end of another year, a HUGE THANK 
YOU to all who helped to keep our Church clean and the 
Side Persons who help out each month. 

From all the 
MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE! 

 
St. James Seaforth 
Congratulations to Rev. Kyle and Julie on the birth of their 
son, Elijah.  Many years of great joy will follow. 
Thanks to everyone who attended and those who organized 
and worked at the Oktoberfest musical evening.  It was a 
great success.  A wonderful time was had by all.  Special 
thanks to all the performers who made it such a good time. 
St. James congregation can help some less fortunate folk 
again this year at Christmas through the Food Bank.  A small 
tree with gift tags is at the back of the church.  By choosing 
these tags and donating gift certificates, we can make this 
time of year a bit less stressful for some people.  The gift 
certificates should be returned to the church or to Diane 
Hicks by November 30th.   
 
Food Bank Sunday at St. James is the 2nd Sunday of each 
month. 
 
The Service of Lessons and Carols at St. James will be at 9am 
on December 21st followed by Tea & Treats. 
 
Christmas Eve service will be at 9pm.  Anyone wishing to 
make memorial donations toward Christmas flowers can 
contact Eleanor Nieforth with the names of those being 
remembered. 
 
Upcoming meetings at St. James   
Management  Tuesday December 9th, 7:30pm in the church 
hall. 
Altar Guild  Thursday December 11, 7:30pm at the home of 
Betty Nieforth. 
 
The Annual Congregational meeting will take place in early 
2015.  All members of the congregation are welcome to 
attend.  We will be looking for a warden and a treasurer. 
Appreciation is extended to the lesson readers and ladies of 
the Altar Guild for their dedication week after week. 
We wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a safe and 
Happy New Year! 

 

-Lake Echo 
First, I would like to congratulate Rev. Kyle and Julie on the 
birth of their son, Elijah, born October 20th

th 
at 10 a.m. at the Parish Service. 
  
Anyone who wants to donate flowers in memory of loved 
ones, please contact Joanne Conrod at 829-2133.  
 
On December 14th , the church will be decorated after the 
service. If you can stay and help that would be great. 
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Congratulations to Lorraine Otto, who was ordained a Priest, 
on November 30. She has been appointed Rector of the 
Parish of Tangier.  
 
Bible Study will finish on December 18 for the year, and will 
resume in January.  
 
Christmas Eve service this year will be at 4:30, with Carols 
starting at 4:00 p.m. ALL ARE WELCOME. 
 
Please keep in your prayers Jean Crout, who is now living in 
Truro. We miss her. Also, please pray for Stacey and Elsie. 
 
Our sympathies go out to Paula Allen and her family on the 
death of her mother. Please keep Paula in your prayers. 
 
Please have a Blessed Advent as we await the coming of our 
Saviour. Merry Christmas to all and a Happy New Year. 

 

Christ Church -Lower East 

CONGRATULATIONS to Rev. Kyle and Julie on the arrival of 
their precious son, Elijah, and to Donald Arnold and Jennifer 
Misener Arnold on the arrival of their 2nd child, Jack; an 
adorable little brother for sweet Kate to snuggle with.    
 

Pam Gilbert, Melissa (Gilbert) McCarthy, and Ruth Misener, 
for all their hard work in putting together this wonderful 
evening, and to all the readers, singers, and everyone who 
came out in support of this very special event. 
  
Christ Church Choir continues to enjoy getting together to 
practice music for all of our special events, including our 
upcoming Christmas Eve service on December 24th at 9PM.  
We have such a wonderful time singing together and 
sharing our music with you. 
 

ther huge 
success.  Thanks to all Christ Church members for all their 
time, dedication, hard work, and TALENT in putting together 
this fun-filled evening, and to all the wonderful folks who 
were able to come out to support us and join in the 
festivities!!   
 
Thanks to everyone who was available to help with cleaning 
and decorating the church for Christmas.  It looks absolutely 
beautiful, warm and inviting!!  
 
Reminder to folks that we are collecting donations for both 

planning on delivering 
all donations to their destinations by the 2nd week of 

December if possible. If anyone has any items they wish to 
donate, please drop them off at Christ Church on Sunday 
morning, or call Debbie Doucette 902-827-2438 or Darlene 
Romo 902-827-2342 for information on alternate drop-off 
locations. 
 
Note:  Unfortunately our local food bank is unable to issue 
receipts for monetary donations from individuals, however if 
you wish to donate to the food bank through the church, we 
can certainly provide a tax receipt to you for the amount. 
 
Christ Church Management Committee meetings will 
resume in January.  We meet every 3rd Sunday at the church   
7:30PM.   
 
Christ Church Altar Duty:   
Dec./Jan.: Shirley Anderson and Darlene Romo 
February: Pam Gilbert 
March:  Debbie Doucette 
April:  Cathy Misener 
-------------------------------------------------------- 
 
* Our deepest sympathies are extended to the many family 
and friends of Judy Tully and Gerry Melvin.  Our thoughts 
and prayers are with you all during this very difficult time. 
 
* Our thoughts go out to anyone in our community as well 
as all others who may be going through difficult times, such 
as suffering from illness, coping with the lose of loved ones, 
etc.  God Bless You All! 
 
In closing, all of us from Christ Church would like to wish 
everyone a joyous and safe Holiday Season.    MERRY 
CHRISTMAS! 
 

St. Barnabas Head Chezzetcook 
 
Thank you to everyone for your support to make the 
fundraisers a huge success this year. 
 
The teachers and Children of St. Barnabas Sunday School are 
enjoying being together once again this year. Please 
remember in your prayers Rose Turner, Carl Conrod, and 
Donnie Newcombe and any others known to you. 
 
Get well wishes to Irene Conrod, David Gaetz, Heidi Wolfe 
and Anne White. 
 
Sincere sympathy is extended to the families of the late 
Cheryl Mason, Walter Naugle, Wayne Rudolph and Judy Tully.  
Our prayers are with you at this difficult time. 
 
A number of parishioners celebrated Gertie Anderson's 96th 
Birthday at the Birches.  Holy Communion was celebrated 
with Rev. Kyle Wagner in attendance. 
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Congratulations to Rev. Kyle and Julie on the birth of their 
baby boy. 
 
St. Barnabas Congregation will remember the shut-ins with a 
gift and card; gift certificates from Superstore will be given 
to the food bank and distributed as needed.  A cash 
donation of $500.00 will be given to the church to help with 
the arrears. 
 
A donation of $25.00 was given to the Poppy fund at the 
Legion.  A new kettle and coffee pot was purchased along 
with cleaning supplies for the church and basement by the 
Willing Workers. 
 
On Monday Oct. 27th the Willing Workers entertained the 
residents at the Birches.  They enjoyed us and we them. 
Watch for the envelopes for our Foodless Food Sale this 
winter.  Thanks in advance for your support from the Willing 
Workers. 
 
It's nice to see Cheryl MacLeod out and about after a length 
sickness. 
 
On Dec. 24th the church will be opened at 1pm for those 
wishing to place Memorial Flowers. 
 
St. Barnabas Christmas Eve Service is 7pm, Holy Communion 
with Rev. Fred Grainger.  Our organist, Claude Shears will be 
in attendance, lets fill the church for this special occasion. 
Have a Merry Christmas and a Very Happy New Year. God 
Bless 
 

 
Promise:  Lutherans, Anglicans called to public 
reciting of the promise to  commit, 
condone, or remain silent about violence 
against  

 
November 
25th marks 
the 
International 
Day for the 
Elimination 
of Violence 
against 
Women. It is 
followed by the 16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence 
which ends on 10 December, United Nations Human Rights 
Day. Statistics continue to reveal the awful truth that no 
country rich or poor, dictatorship or democracy has come 
close to eradicating gender based violence. It is a global 
issue. 
 

This year the world has witnessed horrific atrocities in Syria, 
Iraq, Nigeria, Gaza and Sudan. It is well documented that the 
majority of innocent victims of war are women and children. 
By far the greatest number of human beings trafficked for 
the sex trade are women and girls. 
 
The Lutheran World Federation has launched the theme for 
the 500thanniversary commemorating the Lutheran 
Reformation in 1517  
subthemes for the commemoration focus on Salvation  not 
for sale, Creation  not for sale and Human Beings  not for 
sale. The Lutheran churches invite all churches to participate 
in this resolve in addressing human trafficking. 
 
The Anglican Communion Office has recently launched an 

pro
and model safe, equal, respectful relationships between 

young men and women to honour themselves and each 
other as human beings cherished  
 
As Canadians, many of us were horrified by the November 
7thbeating of Rinelle Harper, a 16 year old Grade 11 student 
in Winnipeg. Viciously beaten and thrown into the 
Assiniboine River, she managed to crawl out of the river 
upstream, only to be beaten again and left unconscious. 
Thankfully she was found, hospitalized and is recovering. 
She came so very close to being numbered among the more 
than 1000 missing or murdered aboriginal women in 
Canada, but she survived. 
 
Her beating is a stark reminder of the brutality suffered by so 
many aboriginal women and girls. According to the Federal 

(March 2014), aboriginal women and girls are two times 
more likely to be victims of domestic abuse and three times 
more likely to be the target of a violent attack. The report 
calls for action through all levels of government in 
increasing police and emergency measures services, and in 
increasing the number of shelters, safe houses, and second 
stage housing for those escaping violence. It also addresses 
the need in Canadian society at large to break the silence 
about gender based violence. 
 

in public squares, at town halls, Band Council offices and 
provincial legislatures. We will light candles in memory of all 
victims of gender based violence. We will pray for all who 
remain imprisoned in its vicious cycles, for all making an 
escape, and for all who counsel and empower them in 
reclaiming their dignity and their life itself. We will be invited 
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will never commit, condone or remain silent about violence 
te this promise 

in response to the horrific murder of fourteen young women 
at the École Polytechnique in Montreal on December 6, 1989. 
Now it is made in more than sixty countries around the 
world. 
 
While the promise is particularly for men to make, it is in 
truth a promise all of us can and ought to make as people of 
faith  

 
 
Accordingly we call the Church, on one of the Sundays 
within the sixteen days to a publi
will never commit, condone, or remain silent about violence 

 

 

   

Fred J. Hiltz 
Archbishop and 
Primate 
The Anglican 
Church of Canada 

Mark MacDonald 
National 
Indigenous 
Anglican Bishop 
The Anglican 
Church of Canada 

Susan C. Johnson 
National Bishop 
Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in 
Canada 

http://www.anglican.ca/primate/communications/our-
solemn-promise/ 

 
 

 
 

Provided by Phyllis Keizer 

 

The Creation of the St. Barnabas Willing 

Workers, Constitution Written and Adopted 

17th May 1961 

 

Suggested Constitution: 

1.  Name:  The group shall be known as 
“the willing workers of St. 

Barnabas Church” 

2. Membership:  All women, who are 
worshippers at St. Barnabas Church, 

Head of Chezzetcook, are eligible 

for membership. 

3. Aim:  To foster fellowship amongst 
the women of the Church in working 

together: to raise money, so as to 

assist the Rector and Wardens of 

the Church in the maintenance of 

the fabric and in the purchase of 

anything that may be necessary for 

the worship and work of the church. 

4. Annual Meeting:  The Annual Meeting 
will be held on a Wednesday in 

January.   

5. Officers:  The officers shall be 
elected at the Annual Meeting of 

the group: 

a. President 
b. Vice-President 
c. Secretary 
d. Treasurer 

6. Meetings:  Regular meetings will be 
held every third Wednesday, or on 

some other day s determined by the 

group. 

7. Dues:  The dues of the group shall 
be 5cents per week, and shall be 

collected by the Treasurer.  A new 

member shall pay 25cents on 

admission to the group. 

8. Voting:  All members are permitted 
to vote.  All decisions will be 

made by a simple majority vote of 

the voting members present.  When a 

change in the Constitution is 

anticipated, then this should be 

submitted in the form of a Notice 

of Motion at one meeting, and 

discussed and voted on at the 

following meeting.  Such a change 

in the Constitution will require a 

two-thirds majority of the voting 

members present. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.anglican.ca/primate/communications/our-solemn-promise/
http://www.anglican.ca/primate/communications/our-solemn-promise/
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From Lena’s Files 
 

 
who 

has passed away is author of The History of the Parish of 
Seaforth and the History of Porters Lake, Nova Scotia. She was 
a valued member of our parish and member of St. James, 
Seaforth. 
 
“No One Called the Rector” 
 
When little Damian was born 
Amidst great joy on Monday morn 
They called their families just to say 
That everything was “A-Okay” 
They phoned the papers to announce 
His name and weight in pounds and ounce 
They bragged with “fire and smoke and bounce” 
But no one called the Rector. 
 
When Damian’s parents had their fight 
Amidst great noise on Friday night 
They called their lawyers to present 
A quick divorce and settlement 
They signed the forms that sealed their fate 
And told their friends of their new state  
They “divvied-up” their real estate 
But no one called the Rector. 
 
When grannie took her spell that day 
They called the Doctor right away 
They called her friends and family 
Because, of course, she’s ninety-three 
And suffers from a faulty heart 
Which tends to skip and stop and start 
And they all thought she’d soon depart 
But no one called the Rector.  
 
The Rector’s bought a crystal ball 
Some tarot cards and Voodoo-doll 
He bought a new car with C.B. 
And took a course in E.S.P. 

He nightly charts the stars and signs 
He’s read a book on reading minds 
He’s sold the phones and cut the lines 
Since, no on calls the Rector.   
 
The above was written by the Rev’d Dale Petely, Rector of 
the Parish of Salisbury and Havelock, NB.  He recited this at 
St. James’ Church congregational dinner on their patronal. 
July 25, 1990.   
 

 
As you know we now rotate our services. Remember, if you 

church in the parish!   As well, envelope givin
your home church! 
 

Who is Saint Nicholas? 
 

A real person. 
Nicholas was 
born during the 
third century in 
the village of 
Patara. At the 
time the area 
was Greek and 
is now on the 
southern coast 
of Turkey. His 
wealthy 
parents, who 
raised him to be 
a devout 
Christian, died 
in an epidemic while Nicholas was still young. Obeying 
Jesus' words to "sell what you own and give the money to 
the poor," Nicholas used his whole inheritance to assist the 
needy, the sick, and the suffering. He dedicated his life to 
serving God and was made Bishop of Myra while still a 
young man. Bishop Nicholas became known throughout the 
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land for his generosity to those in need, his love for children, 
and his concern for sailors and ships. 
 
A Bishop of the Church   As Bishop of Myra, Nicholas lived 
the qualities that caused his fame and popularity to spread 
throughout the Christian world. His vigorous actions on 
behalf of his people and in defense of the Christian faith 
reveal a man who lived his convictions. Nicholas was not 
timid he did what was necessary and was not easily 
intimidated by others' power and position. His concern for 
the welfare of his flock and his stand for orthodox belief 
earned him respect as a model for bishops and a defender of 
the faith. 
 
Gift Giver   Children around the world know and love St. 
Nicholas-for he brings gifts and treats in December. The real 
Saint Nicholas gave in secret, alert to others' needs, and 
expecting nothing for himself in return. This selfless 
generosity which seeks only the good of the other made 
Nicholas' gifts the gifts of a saint. 
 
A Saint      St. Nicholas followed the words of our Lord, to "lay 
up treasure for yourself in Heaven," by praying every day, by 
fasting, and by performing good deeds. God was so pleased 
that he worked many miracles through Nicholas. People 
began to call him a "wonderworker" (a person who works 
wonders or performs miracles). They were so inspired by his 
life of service to others that many of them, too, began to 
lead holy lives, filled with good deeds. 
 
St. Nicholas was revered as a saint even before his death 
because of his great holiness and tender care of his flock. 
After the Blessed Mother and St. John the Baptist, Nicholas 
was the most revered saint in the early church. He is 
especially in Russia. Throughout the world many churches 
are named for him more than for any other saint.  
 
Saint Nicholas might say: 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Opie’s Sermons 

 
Some Christmas jokes for you my friends! 
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Our Community 
 

s) 
during his recent Episcopal visit to the Shore. 

 

 
Our Annual Christmas pageant, Dec. 8th St. Mark s. 

 

 
Rev. Lorraine Otto, Rector of the Parish of Tangier, ordained 
on St. Andrew s day, St. Andrew s Spry Harbour, November 
29th   

 
Rev. Kyle and Mrs. Wagner welcomed their bundle of joy on 
October 20th Elijah Michael Graham weighed 6lbs 3oz. 

 

 
Bishop Nicholas! 
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Parish Annual General Meeting 
February 22nd 11:30am 

 
Please check bulletins and notices  
for each individual church AGM.   

 

 
Christmas Eve 2014 

Wednesday December 24th 
SERVICE TIMES: 

 

 
2 Ponderosa Drive, Lake Echo 

 
74 Myra Road, Porters Lake 

St. Barnabas 7:00pm Rev. Grainger 
Head Chezzetcook, 40 East Chezzetcook Road 

Christ Church 9:00pm Rev. Grainger 
Lower East Chezzetcook, 15 Conrod Beach Road 

St. James 9:00pm Rev. Wagner 
6023 Highway #207 

 
 

 
Saturday Mornings at 9:00am 

Janruary. 10th St. James 
February. 14th St. Barnabas 
March. 14th  

April 11th St. Marks 
May 9th St. James 

June 13th St. Barnabas 

 

 
We gather at 10:00am 

 
January 13th  

February 10th St. James 
March 10th Rose & Rooster Bakery 
6502 Highway 207, Grand Desert 

April 14th Christ Church 
May 12th  
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A Good time at Bible Study  
By Rev. Fred Grainger  
 

This is just a short note about our weekly bible study. We 
have up to 18 members each week. We have people from all 
points of the Parish, as well as members from other faith 

and from each 

St. Marks, warm and inviting. All of those present may 
present their thoughts and experiences as they wish without 

and views while enjoying reading and looking with depth 

written word. 
We enjoy a 
cup of tea, or 
coffee, and 
perhaps a 
treat at the 
same time, 
thanks to the 
St. Marks 
family. We 
tend to be an 

informal 
study group, learning what it is that God had said to the 
ancient writers, what that might mean today, and how we 
can experience what God wants us to do today. I urge you to 
come some Thursday and see how enjoyable Bible Study 
can really be. There is no requirement for prior knowledge of 
the Bible. God will supply this knowledge. (Above the Four 

Horsemen of the Apocalypse)   
 

Bible Study:  Thursdays 9:30am 
9:30am, all welcome!  No knowledge of the Bible required!  
We are currently reading the book of Revelation.     
 
 

 
 
December 21st Advent 4 (Purple) 
St. Barnabas 11:00am (Rev. Grainger)   

 
Christ Church 9:00am (Contemporary, Rev. Grainger) 
St. James 9:00am (Rev. Wagner) Lessons and Carols  
 
December 24th Christmas Eve: 

Nativity of Our Lord (White) 
Christ Church  9:00pm Rev. Grainger 

  4:30pm Rev. Wagner 
  9:00pm Rev. Wagner  
  7:00pm Rev. Wagner 

  7:00pm Rev. Grainger 
 
December 28th First Sunday after Christmas  

 
 

January 4th  
   

 
Christ Church 9:00am (Rev. Grainger) 
St. James 11:00am (Rev. Grainger) 
 

January 11th First Sunday after the Epiphany (Green)    

St. Barnabas  11:00am  (Contemporary, Rev. Wagner) 
   

 
Christ Church 9:00am (Rev. Wagner) 

 
January 18th Second Sunday after the Epiphany (Green)    

St. Barnabas  11:00am (Rev. Grainger)   

  
11:00am (Contemporary, Rev. Wagner) 

St. James 9:00am (Rev. Grainger) 
 
January 25th Third Sunday after the Epiphany (Green)    

St. Barnabas  11:00am (Rev. Wagner)   
  

Christ Church 9:00am (Contemporary, Rev. Wagner) 
St. James 11:00am (Rev. Grainger) 
 
February 1st Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany  
Parish Service St. Barnabas 10:00am (Green) (Rev. Wagner)    
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February 8th   Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany    
St. Barnabas 11:00am (Contemporary, Rev. Grainger) 

  
Christ Church 9:00am (Rev. Grainger) 
St. James 9:00am (Rev. Wagner) 
 

February 15th Last Sunday after the Epiphany (Green)       
   

 
Christ Church 9:00am (Contemporary, Rev. Grainger) 
St. James 11:00am (Rev. Wagner) 

 
February 22nd First Sunday in Lent (Purple)  
Parish Service and Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
St. James 10:00am (Rev. Wagner) 
 

 
SUNDAY & OTHER SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
December 14, 2014  
Third Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 61:1 4, 8 11 
Psalm 126  
1 Thessalonians 5:16 24 
John 1:6 8, 19 28 
 
December 21, 2014  
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
2 Samuel 7:1 11, 16 
Luke 1:47 55  
Romans 16:25 27 
Luke 1:26 38 
 
December 24, 2014  
Christmas Eve  
Isaiah 9:2 7 
Psalm 96  
Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1 20 
 
First Sunday after Christmas Day - December 28, 2014 
   - Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
   - Psalm 148 
   - Galatians 4:4-7 
   - Luke 2:22-40 
Epiphany of the Lord - January 4, 2015 
   - Isaiah 60:1-6 
   - Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 

   - Ephesians 3:1-12 
   - Matthew 2:1-12 
Baptism of the Lord - January 11, 2015 
   - Genesis 1:1-5 
   - Psalm 29 
   - Acts 19:1-7 
   - Mark 1:4-11 
Second Sunday after the Epiphany - January 18, 2015 
   - 1 Samuel 3:1-10, (11-20) 
   - Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
   - 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
   - John 1:43-51 
 
Third Sunday after the Epiphany - January 25, 2015 
   - Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
   - Psalm 62:5-12 
   - 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
   - Mark 1:14-20 
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany - February 1, 2015 
   - Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
   - Psalm 111 
   - 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
   - Mark 1:21-28 

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany - February 8, 2015 
   - Isaiah 40:21-31 
   - Psalm 147:1-11, 20c 
   - 1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
   - Mark 1:29-39 

Transfiguration Sunday - February 15, 2015 
   - 2 Kings 2:1-12 
   - Psalm 50:1-6 
   - 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
   - Mark 9:2-9 
Ash Wednesday - February 18, 2015 
   - Isaiah 58:1-12 
   - Psalm 51:1-17 
   - 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
   - Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
First Sunday in Lent - February 22, 2015 
   - Genesis 9:8-17 
   - Psalm 25:1-10 
   - 1 Peter 3:18-22 
   - Mark 1:9-15 
Second Sunday in Lent - March 1, 2015 
   - Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
   - Psalm 22:23-31 
   - Romans 4:13-25 
   - Mark 9:2-9 
Third Sunday in Lent - March 8, 2015 
   - Exodus 20:1-17 
   - Psalm 19 
   - 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
 - John 2:13-22 
Fourth Sunday in Lent - March 15, 2015 
   - Numbers 21:4-9 
   - Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 
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   - Ephesians 2:1-10 
   - John 3:14-21 
Fifth Sunday in Lent - March 22, 2015 
   - Jeremiah 31:31-34 
   - Psalm 51:1-12  
   - Hebrews 5:5-10 
   - John 12:20-33 
 

 
When Santa learned the gospel, he first heard it from an elf. 

 had just learnt of it himself. 
* 

A child had asked for Christmas to receive a Bible book. 
This elf had made one in the shop, then paused to have a 

look. 
* 

He read all about Jesus and the call to follow him. 
He learned how Jesus lived and taught and died to pay for 

sin. 
* 

He learned how Jesus rose again and how he will return 

learned. 
* 

He shut the book, put down his tools, then closed his eyes 
and prayed. 

Right there and then this little elf trusted in Christ that day. 
* 

The next day he told Santa. It was awkward, unprepared. 

shared. 
* 

He told Santa the gospel. It was simple. It was short. 
But a seed was 

thought. 
* 

Santa reflected on his life and the message he supported, 
Then compared it to the gospel that the elf had just 

reported. 
* 

nice. 
He had them all on two big lists. He even checked it twice. 

* 

good. 
The naughty kids got lumps of coal. 

understood. 
* 

 
And claim that they were always nice. As nice as nice can be. 

* 
Of course, he saw them when they slept and knew when 

they awoke. 
He also knew their nice attempts were pretty much a joke. 

* 
Their heads were filled not with nice thoughts of kindness, 

peace and joy, 
But with the never-ending list of their desired toys. 

* 
He knew their hearts, but he had thought,  trying to 

be good. 
 Otherwise no one 

 
* 

rewarded. 
And every year (he realised) this message he supported: 

* 
 

 
AND TRYING TO BE GOOD ENOUGH 

IS GOOD ENOUGH A GOAL. 
* 

That was the message that he knew, but now he knew 
another. 

He had just heard the gospel. So he compared them to each 
other. 

* 
The message of the gospel turned his message upside 

down. 
The good, the bad, naughty and nice, it switched it all 

around. 
* 

concluded. 
And those who claim th

deluded. 
* 

missed. 
And Santa saw that even he was on the naughty list. 

* 
That shook his world. That rocked his boat. That gripped him 

in his soul. 
To think that even Santa Clause deserved a lump of coal. 

* 
But that was only half of what the gospel message said. 

It also flipped what happened to the naughty on its head. 
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* 
Instead of being written off as just not good enough. 

The message to the naughty list was one of grace and love. 
* 

The gospel offered mercy to all those deserving coal. 
The gospel offered forgiveness and cleansing of your soul. 

* 
The gospel told how Jesus died our death to pay the price 

To reconcile us all to God  both naughty and the nice. 
* 

 
It was not earned by being good. It was offered for free. 

* 
For all his life Santa had claimed that if you had been bad 

Then you would not get presents and your Christmas would 
be sad. 

* 
Santa compared his message with this new one he had 

learned. 
His message said you get the presents your good deeds had 

earned. 
* 

The message of the gospel offered something so much 
 

Jesus had come to reconcile the world to their Creator. 
* 

When Santa grasped the gospel, he did not know what to do 
 

* 
Then that night at the North Pole, by the fire in his den, 

With a simple prayer led by an elf, Santa was born again. 
* 

And now, in Christ, forgiven, free  his new life had begun 
and Santa had a new message to share with everyone. 

 
WEEKLY CHURCH BULLETIN AND EVENT 

CALENDER REQUESTS: 
 
NOTICE:  Until the New Year, all bulletin announcements, 
and events are to be sent to Heather Grainger who is 

now doing our bulletins.  If you want info in the bulletin, 
etc., please let Heather know by calling 829-2979 or by 
Email: seaforthbulletin@gmail.com  Messages given to Rev. 
Kyle and Rev. Fred will not be passed on so please be safe 
and contact Heather! We thank Heather for her service!  

 

Newsletter Deadline for Lent 2015:  
February 23rd  

 

 
 

PARISH CONTACTS 

 
Rector:  The Rev. Kyle Wagner, B.A., MDiv. 

 
Office Phone: 827-2582  
Email:  seaforthrector@gmail.com  
Web:  www.parishofseaforth.ca 
Associate Priest:  Rev. Fred Grainger 
Bulletin:  Mrs. Heather Grainger 
PWRDF Representative:  Dr. Julie Wagner 
 
Parish Officers  
Senior Warden Mae DeBellefeuille 827-2519 
Junior Warden Joanne Conrod 829-2133 
Parish Treasurer  Cheryl MacLeod 827-5144 
Parish Secretary Heather Grainger 829-2979 
 
Christ Church, Lower East Chezzetcook 
Warden:  Dr. Ruth Martin-Misner 827-2960 
Secretary:  Debbie Doucette  827-2438         
Treasurer:   Valerie Wallace-Rodman 827-3940     
Cemetery:  Doug Bethune 827 2169             
 

ad Chezzetcook 
Warden: Phyllis Keizer 827-2796 
Warden: Murray Conrod 827-2201 
Treasurer: Paula Crawford 221- 0046 
Cemetery: Murray Conrad 827-2201 
 

 
Warden: Carrie Croucher 827-3134 
Warden:  Max White 827-3849  
Treasurer:  Mae DeBellefeuille 827-2519 
Cemetery: Max White 827-3849 
 
Saint James, Seaforth 
Warden: Rod Eastman 482-0765 
Warden: Troy Nieforth 827-2818  
Treasurer: Diane Hicks 827-3856 
Cemetery:   Troy Nieforth 428-7619 
 

 
Warden: Dale Mosher  829-3175        
Warden: Verna Bradley 829-3260 
Treasurer: Linda McKay 883-9520   
 

THE LAST WORD: 
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